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REASON SY 
Humbly Offer d for the relief of ſeveral Merchants, Importers of Priz 
COCOA, againſt part of an Act, paſt laſt Seſſions of Parlia 
ment; Entituled an Act for the Encouragement of the Trade tt 
America, ſo far as relates to Prize COCOA, that hath pail 
Her Majeſties Cuſtoms ig America, as ſhall appear by Certificate 
= 7 Thrs , fault Ae 8, K. 55 


Efore the Sixth of Her Majeſties Reign, Goods of the Growth of the French and Span 
Weſt-Indies, taken as Prize there, were Imported into Great-Britain, paying the ſame Dat 

as if they had been of the Growth and Produce of our own Plantations, which w 

but half of what they are now obliged to pay, and paid no Duty to Her Majeſty in America. 


By an A& paſt in the Sixth Year of Her Majeſties Reign, for Encouraging the Trade 
America, all Prize Goods brought into the Plantations were obliged to pay a very high Dut 
to Her Majeſty there; which occaſioned a great advance on the Price of all Prize Goods, ye 
they continued to pay the ſame Duty in Great-Britain as before. 


That by the AQ paſt laſt Seſſions of Parliament, Prize Goods are not for the future to pa 
any Duty in America, but are to pay in Great Britain the ſame Duties as if they had not bee 
Prize, which is double what they paid before in Great Britain, But the ſaid Act makes no Pre 
viſion for ſuch Prize Cocoa as hath paid the Cuſtoms to Her Majeſty in America, and to þ 
brought into Great Britain. | 


So that Prize-Cocoa that came before rhe Act of the Sixth of the Queen, paid no Duty ia 
Plantations, and that which was brought into the Plantations after the A& palt laſt Seffiog 
is to pay no Duty there; Prize- Cocoa that was Imported before the Firſt of June 17x 
paid only the Duty in America, and the half Duty in Great Britain; and that which was Impor 
ed into Great Britain in the ſame Veſſels in which it was Taken in, and Condemned here 
Prize, pays no Duty in America, and but the half Duty here. 


But Your Petitioners unleſs relieved muſt, as the Caſe now ſtands, pay the double Duty 
Great Britain, beſides the Duty they have already paid in America, which is the greater Hag 
ſhip upon Your Petitioners; They not being upon an equal Foot with any of their Fellow Subje& 


If the Owners of Prize-Cocoa, that paid Her Majeſty's Cuſtom in America, are obliged 
pay the Duty as it now ſtands in Great-Britain, they mult loſe all the pm colt of their Goo 
in America, with the Duty that was paid there to Her Majeſty, the caſe being fo very hard, th 
Lord High Treaſurer, upon Application made to him, with the Opinion of the Attorney Genen 
and Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms did give leave for ſuch Cocoa, as is now imported to be pt 
into Ware-houſes under the Queen's Locks, till the Proprietors of it could apply to Parliamet 
for relief in the ſaid Duty. 


For which Reaſons it is humbly hoped, that ſuch Prize-Cocoa as ſhall appear by Certificat 
to have paid the Queen's Duty in America, ſhall be ſubje& to the pay ment of ſuch Duties only I 
Great Britain, as it was before the paſſing the ſaid Act laſt Seſſions of Parliament; otherwiſe 
will be a great Detriment to all the Owners of the ſaid Cocoa, and it is fear'd may prove the Rui 
of ſeveral of the {aid Owners. 


Note, There is but little Cocoa but what is of the growth of the French and Spaniſh We 
Indies, and ſince we have had Encourage ment to take it as Prize, we have ſupplied the Spaxian 
and moſt part of Europe with that Commodity, and when a Moderate Duty was paid het 

treat Quantities were uſed at Home, and ſo the Duty remained with the Crown; but ſince rhe 
— paid the high Duty, moſt or all the ſaid Cocoa is Shipp'd off again, and draws back five ſixth 
of the Cuſtom from the Crown. 4 


N. B. The Plantation Duty that was paid here, before the paſſing ofthe late Act, was but h : 
Pounds a Hundred, but ſince the paſſing of the late AR, they are obliged to pay ſix Pounds a H 
dred Cuſtom ; beſides that Duty which Your Perigiogers paid to the Queen in the Plantatiom 
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